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Health 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Ashbourne  Urban  District  Council# 

Gentlemen, 

In  preparing  my  report  for  the 
war-time  restrictions  made  by  the  Ministry 
previous  tv/o  years,  again  apply. 

The  area  of  the  District  remains  at  1075  acres  of  land  and 
water.  The  number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  1943  was 
1554  as  at  the  end  of  the  previous  year,  no  new  houses  having 
been  erected  during  the  year  1943. 

The  rateable  value  of  the  District  is  £32,086  and  the  sum 
produced  by  a penny  rate  is*  £131. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  number  of  live  births  in  1943  was  exactly  100,  of  which 

53  were  male  and  47  female.  Of  "these,  6 males  and  S females  were 

illegitimate  - more  than  twice  as  many  as  in  1942#  There  were  also 
more  still-births  than  in  previous  years, viz.  7,  as  compared  with 
2 In  1942.  The  total  number  of  births  was  one  more  than  in  1942 
and  much  in  excess  of  the  years  before  1942,  in  which  years  there 
were  75  births  in  1941,  85  in  1940,  and  only  58  in  1939. 

The  Birth-Rate  for  1943  Is  20,12;  last  year  it  was  19.68  and 
before  thaif’the  previous  best  year  was  1937  with  a birth  rate  of 
19.34.  The  birth  rate  for  the  Urban  District  of  Ashbourne  has 
never  before  reached  20.  The  birth  rate  for  the  whole  of  England 
& Wales  for  1943  is  16.5  and  for  the  148  smaller  towns  19 #4, 

The  number  of  deaths  in  1943  was  47  - 24  males  and  23  females 

as  compared  with  56  in"  1942,  52  in  1941,  and  over  70  in  each  of  the 

years  1940,1939,  and  1938.  The  number  of  deaths  in  1943  is  much 
the  lowest  of  any  year  of  which  I have  records.  Of  the  47  deaths 
which  occurred  in  1943,  nearly  half,  vis:23  had  reached  the  age  of 
70,  and  of  these  23,  12  were  over  80.  In  the  previous  year,  out  of 

a larger  number  of  deaths,  9 had  reached  the  age  of  80. 

The  death-rate  for  1942  is  9.4,  an  extraordinarily  low  rate. 
It  has  n e ve r~Hoe~erf lie  1 ow  10  before.  In  1942  it  was  10.85;  in  1941, 
10.13;  in  1940,13.6;  and  in  1939,15.41.  For  the  whole  of  England 
and  Wales  in  1943  the  death  rate  is  12.1  and  for  the  148  smaller 
town 3 12.7. 

Infantile  mortality,  that  is,  the  number  of  deaths  of  infants 
under  one  "year  of  age,  Ts  2,  both  males  and  one  of  them 
illegitimate.  In  the  previous  year  there  were  five  deaths  of 
infants . One  of  the  infants  died  from  diarrhoea  and  the  other  from 
obstructed  birth.  The  death  rate  for  infants  per  1000  live  births 

is  20  as  compared  w i thTWTo .WLfor  ’1942,  and  49  for  the  whole  of 

England  and  ’Wales  in  1943. 

Heart  disease  may  again  be  considered  the  commonest  single 
cause  of  deatli  "in  the  Urban  District,  the  number  being  9,  2 less 
than  in  1942.  But  this  year  there  has  been  an  equal  total  of 
deaths  from  intra-cranial  vascular  lesions  such  as  apoplexy, 
cerebral  haemorrhage  etc ♦ The  deaths  from  this  class  of  disease 
have  hDeVn^t ending  to  increase  in  recent  years,  an  indication, 
probably,  of  the  times  of  stress  and  strain  in  \tiich  we  are  living. 

The  only  death  from  'respiratory  Diseases  was  one  of 
Bronchitis.  There  have  been  no  deaths  from  pneumonia  for  2 years. 
Tuberculosis  of  the  lungs  accounted  for  two  deaths  in  1943;  this 
has  been  the  average  for  the  pact  few  years  . 
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Cancer  v/as  the  cause  of  6 deaths  in  1943,  which  is  an 
increase  of  2 on  the  previous  year,  and  the  same  number  as  in 
1941.  In  1940,  there  had  been  11  deaths. 

There  was  one  death  from  cere hr o- spinal  fever,  but  no 
others  from  Zymotic  Disease. 

Influenza  accounted  for  three  deaths,  2 more  than  in  1942. 

Infectious  Pise a ses . 

The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  in  1943 
has  again  risen  from  25  in  1942  to  240  in  1943,  The  increase  in 
the  numbers  wa3  due,  as  in  1941,  to  an  epidemic  of  measles  and 
whooping  cough.  Measles  broke  out  in  the  District  quite  suddenly 
in  tiie  middle  of  January  and  ended  almost  equally  Suddenly  at 
the  end  of  June.  There  were  130  cases,  but  no  deaths;  there  were 
only  two  cases  among  adults. 

Whooping  cough  began  in  March  and  ended  at  the  end  of  July. 
There  were  7 G cases  and  no  deaths;  two  adults  only  were  affected. 

There  were  seven  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  all  of  them 
children.  This  is  about  the  average  number  per  year  in  recent 
years.  With  scarlet  fever  always  more  or  less  endemic  in  the 
county  and  always  around  us,  it  is  almost  impossible  to  prevent 
the  occurrence  of  cases  at  intervals  in  the  District;  but  if  each 
case  can  bo  removed  promptly  to  Hospital  and  isolated,  there  is 
rarely  any  spread  of  the  disease.  For  this  reason  I feel  that  the 
practice  of  the  Council  in  having  cases  removed  at  their  expense 
to  the  ■<  Isolation  Hospital  is  a good  investment,  and  has 
doubtless  prevented  a number  of  epidemics. 

There  have  again  been  no  cases  of  diphtheria  in  the 
District  during  the  year.  This  has  been  the  case  ever  since  the 
immunisation  of  children  was  begun  in  1941.  In  the  year  before 
this  plan  of  immunising  children  was  adopted,  there  wore  34  cases 
mostly  of  a severe  type. 

By  the  adoption  of  anti-diphtheria  immunisation,  the  Council 
have,  in  my  opinion,  mo.de  another  good  investment,  saving  a good 
deal  of  sickness,  a good  deal  of  money  and  probably  not  a few 
deaths . 

The  number  of  children  who  were  fully  immunised  in  the  area 
up  to  December  31st, 1943,  represents  65  per  cent  of  those  under 
5 years  of  age,  and  85  per  cent  of  those  between  5 and  15;  of  thes 
21  under  5 years  and  10  over  5 were  done  during  the  year  1943. 

The  greater  number  of  children  in  your  area  had  been  already 
fully  immunised  before  this  year  began*  Others  are  being  done  as 
they  become  of  suitable  age.  For  this  purpose,  I hold  a clinic 
every  SaturdayfyandP&fl  children  brought  to  my  surgery  at  that 
time  receive  inoculations  at  the  public  expense. 

Sixteen  cases  of  pneumonia  occurred  in  1943;  two  of  these 
wore  treated  in  Hospital.  There  were  no  deaths . Nine  casos  of 
Erysipelas,  one  of  acute  polio-myelitis  and  one  of  ophthalmia- 
neonatorum  complete  the  list  of  infectious  notifications.  Thore 
were  no  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia. 

There  were  eight  notifications  of  tuberculosis  during  the 
year.,  of  which  6 were  of  the  lungs  and  2 of  other  parts. 

Water  Supply. 

Electric  motors  on  hone  pumping  unit  have  boon  installed  to 
supplement  existing  Diesel  Engines  at  Rodsley  Pumping  Station. 

The  pumps  are  now  being  overhauled  and  lowered  39  goet.  The  level 
of  the  water  in  the  boreholes  remains  constant. 

The  rainfall  during  the  year  v/as  27.47  inches  as  compared 
with  25.15  inches  in  1942  and  31.48  inches  in  1941. 

Sower  age  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

No  additions,  extensions  or  improvements  have  been  carried 
out  in  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  during  the  yoar. 
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Legis latjon  « 

Ho  Local  Acts,  Special  Orders,  Adoption  Acts  or  byelaws, 
relating  to  public  health  came  into  force  during  the  yoar. 

Rivers  and  Streams , 

The  Henmore  Brook  has  been  regularly  inspected  for  any 
source  of  pollution  and  action  taken  when  necessary, 

Publ ic  Cleansing. 

House  Refuse  is  regularly  col3.octed  from  all  parts  of  the 
District  weekly,  and  is  disposed  of  in  a refuse  destructor. 

Tins,  rags,  bones,  bottles,  rubber,  and  metal  are  sorted 
from  the  refuse  for  salvage. 


Meat  Inspection , 

The  inspection  of  all  carcases  killed  at  the  two  Ministry 
of  Pood  Slaughterhouses  in  Ashbourne  is  carried  out  weekly  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  the  necessary  action  taken, 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ERNEST  A.  SADLER. 

Medical  Officer  of  Hoalth, 


27th  May,  194-4 


